From the Clay Cross Circuit in Derbyshire

Just as I was encouraged by what other circuits and churches were doing during their ‘24 – 7 Prayer Meetings’ I thought others may be encouraged by what we did.

Where one or two are gathered in my name.

We have a usual congregation of eight people for our services ages ranging from mid eighties to our youngsters who are in their forties. Six of our congregation attended our 24 – 7 Prayer session plus a man who had ‘returned to the fold’ during our Share Jesus Mission and was now attending his original church. Our one-hour slot was from 10pm till 11pm and was opened by lighting a symbolic candle followed by one of our ladies who read out a prayer she had written earlier. She followed this up later in the evening with a poem she had learnt as a child. This lady is 84 years old and usually does not ‘turn out’ at night, and I had explained it would be okay for her to pray at home during the day. Obviously God had other ideas!

This was followed by a shared time of prayer before breaking up to ‘do our own thing’

The ‘Playroom’ at the rear of church was turned into our ‘Boiler Room’ with a notice asking people to enter prayerfully. The room was split into several sections; the first section had an enlarged map of our circuit on a pin board. People were encouraged to choose a street from the map, colour it in then to pray for that street and all who lived there. They were then encouraged to do a ‘Prayer Walk’, at a later date, along their chosen street & to ask God to guide them to people who needed specific prayer or help.

Next came an area where we could give thanks for our talents. People could write a poem, do a drawing, create a design for a banner, knit a square to make a blanket or even design a ‘power point presentation on a computer.

A banner reading ‘Prayer is the Key’ introduced us to an area devoted to prayer; reminding us to pray for our world, our ministers and lay preachers, those who care for others e.g. doctors & nurses, firemen, home carers and the police, those in authority and leadership throughout the world, for people living in war-torn lands and for our armed service personnel. They could leave their own special prayer on the ‘Prayer Chain’.

A further area was set to one side to give thanks in ‘Praise & Worship’. Here a number of different versions of the Bible, chorus books and hymnals were left for people to reflect on passages or the words of hymns & choruses. We also had a C. D. player and a selection of discs for people who just wished to sit and listen to Christian music. Overhead a projector was showing scenes of creation complimented with Christian music playing in the background.

A place was given to rid us of our burdens by writing them on paper and then shredding them in the machine provided. We were told to break free from our chains and to P.U.S.H. (Pray Until Something Happens).

In church we have our ‘Prayer Board’ and we were encouraged to remove a prayer card from the board and spend time specifically praying for that person/situation and we could then light a candle if we wished.

Towards the end we gathered once more for a final prayer and to say ‘The Grace’ to one another.

Our hour had passed by all too quickly; we had all participated and will continue to P.U.S.H. As we left church a notice encouraged us to: ‘Go for it’

 ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me’ Philippians 4:13

Our ‘Symbolic candle’ will continue to be lit before each service to remind us of the need to Pray Without Ceasing.

