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Manchester and Stockport District

Pray Without Ceasing

2nd to 17th March 2006

Celebrating Prayer as a gift from God
Affirming Prayer that is already taking place

Resourcing Prayer by providing ideas and inspiration 
to help people pray in ways new to them 

The Connexional initiative to have a year of Pray Without Ceasing has been welcomed throughout the District. Whilst our District focus was over the fortnight of 2nd to 17th March, with circuits volunteering for various lengths of time within that period, circuits engaged in months of preparation. Churches and circuits participated in various teaching events, sermon series, prayer days, explored various types of prayer and  even experienced week’s of prayer. As we heard in the September Synod, the PrayWithout Ceasing initiative was in addition to a prayer days, evenings, chains, cycles, meetings and ministries which exist around the District  encompassing prayer from many traditions and forms. The year of prayer has affirmed the prayer that is already taking place around the District.

Oldham and Saddleworth hosted the District launch at South Chadderton on 2nd March with a District Celebration with 11 circuits represented. A letter of greeting from the Liverpool District was read as we received the baton of prayer. The evening was a time of praise, testimony and offered the opportunity to experience a variety of forms of prayer including dance, painting and prayer stations. The Connexional banner which has crisscrossed the country was received from Lincoln and Grimsby and was used by Bramhall and Royton during their weeks of 24/7 prayer. 

Each circuit used their time slot in different ways. Buxton covered the 24hour period in different churches with further mornings of teaching and prayer planned for May and June. Wythenshawe encouraged people to pray in their homes as well as opening one church for part of the day. Hyde and Denton developed the Alphabet Prayer Challenge as an aid to their prayer day which incorporated the circuit meeting. Ashton’s two days included a prayer room in Rosehill School and using a stall as a Quiet Space in the Ashton Market Hall. Stretford and Urmston calculated that 446 person hours of prayer was offered through their 24 hour period which included worship, Taize, Healing, Contemplation, Quiet Day, Prayer Meeting, Daily office, and Multi-media prayer experiences. Stockport included a prayer breakfast, lunch and labyrinth as the Super visited various events around the circuit during the day. Alderley Edge and Knutsford’s focus was a family weekend on prayer with a 24 hour prayer room and labyrinth supported by various initiatives around the circuit including a prayer breakfast at the Welcome and drop-in for parents on the school run in Snelson.  The youngsters in Macclesfield explored the Lord’s Prayer in text language before preparing a prayer breakfast which was part of the circuit wide initiative as individuals pledged to cover time slots ranging from 15 minutes, with the day beginning and closing with worship. Marple Ridge (Romiley) had a series of prayer stations covering church and global issues whilst the Marple youth fellowship covered the night hours installing a prayer focus at the front of the church and following a regular pattern of prayer on the hour. Hazel Grove and Poynton expressed surprise that prayer was so popular, with two churches covering 22 hours and a prayer chain encompassing those who were housebound or on holiday. Bramhall exceeded their expectations extending the 24 hour prayer room from 5 to 9 days. Shaw and Royton also engaged in 24/7 prayer and included other churches in the area. High Peak continued their 24/7 prayer chain, which was formed several years ago, throughout the period. Following a series of sermons on prayer, Altrincham leafleted the area and welcomed over 100 people to the prayer day, which significantly included 10 people from the community, focussing on several prayer stations in the church. Salford used their Sunday worship to focus on prayer or devoted half the service to prayer and created a beautiful prayer room which Junior Church and church members explored. The Young people encouraged creative prayer at Hadfield (Glossop) as a prayer tree grew as prayers were written on leaves, a prayer graffiti wall emerged over the evening and global and community prayers were offered and prayer cards were prepared for use at home. Whaley Uniting Partnership used the quietness and prayerful atmosphere of Whaley Hall to explore a variety of forms of prayer and grow closer together. Manchester caught the vision and enjoyed the experience. A group of older people (night owls) instead of praying in their homes, prayed together from midnight to 4.00am whilst the early birds went on a prayer walk before breakfast. Children used Scoobies to weave together prayers for different people and concerns and many people experienced new forms of prayer they had not encountered before. Sale had a special act of worship on the Sunday prior to their day of prayer. Over the day, there was an ongoing presence in one of the circuit churches as each in turn took up the prayer baton enhanced by the housebound and others praying in their homes.

Comments received

“Many were touched through the different opportunities provided from fun, energetic worship to contemplation and healing. The success is such that we have had many requests to do this again and soon.” (Hazel Grove and Poynton)

“Teenagers visited the prayer room and spoke of a real encounter with God.” (Alderley Edge and Knutsford)

“We are prayers as well as do-ers.” (Manchester)

“It was a very special time for all present, for "Surely the Lord was in this place" (Glossop)

“We continue to encourage churches to try new prayer initiatives and one church has just launched “The Praying Place” when the church is open for two hours for prayer.” (Salford)

“Many thanks for all you have done to make this opportunity available to us.” (Ashton under Lyne)

“We had a wonderful response and were greatly blessed by the experience.” (Bramhall)

“This experience has been an opportunity for our Circuit to understand what fellowship, unity and understanding can be.” (Stockport)

“People appreciated the opportunity to discover new ways of prayer. There was a sense that through the diversity of prayer people were being drawn closer together as 'community'. (Whaley Bridge)

“A wonderful atmosphere was created during the day and new people have been worshipping with us since.” (Altrincham)

“Thank you to the young people of the Methodist Church for encouraging us to Pray Without Ceasing” (Sale)   

“Thank you to all those who it possible for people to encounter God in such a variety of ways.” (Paul Wilson, District Coordinator)

