THURSDAY


Bible Passage

Luke 13:6 - 9
For myself
When I read a passage like this one, Lord, I feel guilty.  Comments on old school reports come into mind – “Could do better.”

I know I could do better, for when have I borne fruit for you?  

There are those that say we never know when a comment or a bit of encouragement may have brought someone else closer to you.  That we can only sow seeds and that the harvest comes later.

Help me to be patient, Lord, with myself, with others, as well as with you.  Help me also to hear your voice when others encourage me, and to spread your love to those whom I meet.

For it is in your name that I pray.

AMEN

For others
Lord Jesus Christ, so many people in this world are prevented from reaching their true potential, whether by being oppressed by others, or by lacking confidence in their own abilities.

Reach out to them, Lord, and lift them.  Show them that you love and value them for who they are, not what they have, or have not, done.

You were able to use ordinary people like fishermen and bring out the best in them in order to spread your word of love, peace, joy and justice.  Be close, now, to the oppressed of this world, those seeking justice, those whose lives are torn apart by wars, those who are being bullied.

You are truly our Saviour, and we pray in your name.

AMEN
MONDAY


Bible Passage

Psalm 90:14 - 17

For myself
Well, Lord, the week has really started!

I’m back into the routine of things – daily chores, at home, at work, at school.

It’s hard to see you in all of this, so I ask that you make your presence known to me.  

A kind word or a loving act.  The beauty of the world around, or peace through the people I meet.

All these are from you, I know.  Help me to be aware of them, and through them, to be aware of you.

In Jesus.

AMEN

For others
Lord Jesus, be with those whose week never seems to start, because there is no difference for them in the days.  Every day is the same.

Lord, we pray for those who have no joy in being able to do something new; for those whose routine is so rigid that anything out of the ordinary is challenging, frightening.

In their routine may they find you.  In the care provided by others, may they find your love.  In the work done for them may they find your healing hands.

For you are our carer, our healer and our sustainer, and in your name we pray.

AMEN

