SUNDAY


Bible Passage

John 1:1 – 5, 14
For myself
Loving Father, 

it is the first day of the week;  but in the story of creation, it is the day on which you rested.

I, a small part of your creation, find it hard to rest, to take time out, to relax.

Help me, Lord, to make time in my busy days for you.  To remember that without you I am nothing, and that my sole purpose is to serve and worship you.

Be with me now, at the start, and throughout the whole of the week ahead.

In Jesus’ name.

AMEN

For others
Creator God,

Thank you for the opportunity of being together in prayer.  

As we look forward to the week to come, we pray for an awareness of your love and support in all we do.

We are sorry that we only seem to turn to you in the down times of our lives, and forget to thank you for the good times.

There is so much in your world for which we should be grateful and we offer our thanks now.

Be with us, and all who need your loving touch at this time.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.

AMEN

FRIDAY


Bible Passage

Matthew 25:31 - 40

For myself
There are times, dear Lord, as you well know, when I wonder about my faith.  

How can I believe in a God who allows so many evil things to happen in the world.  Floods which sweep away all before them.  Earthquakes which kill thousands.  Countries which war against each other.  Those who abduct children for their own perverted ends.

Then I realise that the fault isn’t yours – it’s ours.  We remove the forests which hold the land together.  We build in earthquake zones.  It is our greed and desire for land and natural resources that drive us to war.  It is a few individuals in our society which cannot control themselves and their desires.

O Lord help me in my unbelief!

AMEN

For others

Compassionate God,

Be with those who need you.  The unloved, the friendless, the oppressed, the sick, the dying, the bereaved.

Take your love where we can’t, or won’t, reach.

Make your Spirit known in the worst places and times, so that all may benefit from the sacrifice that Jesus made for humankind.

It is in his name we pray.

AMEN

